Dream 20" Bliss Crash/Ride Cymbal

John E. Johnson, Jr. May 27, 2011

Dream Cymbals is one of the new companies whose products are manufactured in China. From
what we are told, the cymbals are totally hammered and lathed by hand, directly from the cast
bronze disc, rather than put through rollers to flatten them before hammering. If that is accurate,
I don’t think 1 would want to get into a fight with any of the cymbal smiths, because it must take
enormous strength and endurance to perform this task from the raw cast ingot. However, the
sound is very revealing, and suggests that it is so. The cymbals have a very strong wash that
sustains. Dream has a Bliss 20” Thin Ride and a Bliss 20" Ride, so this cymbal, the Bliss 20"
Crash/Ride is a medium thin weight in between the other two. It crashes loud and the sustain is
long. Sticking delivers a ping that is just above the wash, so it would make a good jazz cymbal.
The bell has a nice ring to it. The overall sound quality is exceptional for a cymbal with a street
price of only $144. This represents tremendous value. | expect more good things to come from
this new company.


https://hometheaterhifi.com/author/johnjohnson/

Specifications

Manufacturer Line: Bliss

Type: Crash/Ride

Style: Medium Thin

Alloy: B20 — CuSn20 — 80% Copper, 20% Tin

Diameter: 20"

Metal Work: Hand Hammered, Hand Lathed, Buffed Finish
Weight: 4 pounds

MSRP: $221 USA; Street Price $144

Dream Cymbals

First, the spectral analysis of the crash. Major peaks occur at 400 Hz and 2.5 kHz — 3.8 kHz, then
declining slowly to 55 kHz.
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http://www.dreamcymbals.com/

The ping spectrum is shown below. It has a flatter response than the crash, with major peaks at
320 Hz, 3.6 kHz, and 5.3 kHz. The response is flat out to 15 kHz, then attenuates rapidly before
another lower peak at 24 kHz, trailing off to 35 kHz.
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The crash has a peak at 0.18 seconds, with a long sustain.




Notice the long sustain for the ping. This is characteristic of hand hammering.
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Conclusions

At about half the price of B20 alloy cymbals from other manufacturers, Dream is a force to
contend with. They sound very good.
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